


planning that
starts with you!
The planning process in Scotland has 
changed in recent years. It calls on 
developers to really engage and 
communicate with communities. At Scotia, 
this approach is right at the heart of 
our business – we want to know what you 
think, so we can build what you want.

The Engagement Process

When we held our series of 
workshops, we asked local people 
to tell us what they liked most 
about the area, where they thought 
the greatest opportunities lie, and 
the things they really didn’t like.

The results were an eye-opener.

What you liked

You liked the style and quality of the key existing 
buildings such as the Kirk Hall, community centre, 
school and library. You liked natural aspects like 
the trees and walkways, the meadows wildlife 
site, the river and the view of Dunnydeer. 
Community involvement is a key part of village 
life and easy access to train travel is important.

What you’d like to improve

You’d like more opportunity for people to work 
locally, with improved shops, businesses and 
industries. Better integration of people in new 
housing, and a general overhaul to make the village 
more attractive. You want more amenities better 
traffic management and more cycle routes.

What’s not so good

You’d like untidy sites, such as the old bus park 
and derelict buildings attended to, and some 
improvements to public transport. Flooding and 
lack of car parking facilities were also highlighted. 
You also felt that there had been too many 
overcrowded new developments in a short 
period of time, with high prices.

Learning from you

You’ve helped us to refine our final planning 
submission – at the same time giving you the 
opportunity to have your say in the future of your 
town. Like you, we want to make sure we build 
a community that works with the existing heart of 
Insch, and gives people exactly what they need 
from their town and their homes.

We’ve held a number of workshops to discuss our ideas and to hear yours, to 
understand your concerns and your hopes for your community. We’ve tried to 
involve everyone by holding sessions during the day and in the evening, giving 
everyone the chance to play their part.

The result? Our planning application reflects your ideas and input. It tries to  
create a place where you would want to live. We hope they’ll receive planning 
approval. And over the coming years you’ll be able to see your ideas for Insch 
coming to life.
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Model Building

What did you 
have to say?



Examples of local architectural details

the Scotia approach

We create classic, desirable villages that capture many of the good aspects of the past. But we’re 
not stuck in a history book. With Scotland’s commitment to being far more sustainable, we put 
issues such as traffic reduction right at the top of our agenda.

At Scotia we build quality homes, and we build them in a way that creates great 
communities – reflecting the culture, traditions and influences of the local area, 
and the people who live there. 

Here are some of our guiding principles:

>	 ‘Walkable’ communities – ideally within a 10-minute walk of the main amenities. 		
	P edestrians need to be given priority

>	 Connected spaces – streets, lanes and intelligent planning to help you get around town. 	
	 We want to banish the cul-de-sac

>	 Public places – areas that form focal points in the town, allowing people to mix and relax

>	 Mixing it up – housing needs to go hand-in-hand with a wide variety of businesses. We 		
	 also like to mix private residences with affordable rented or shared ownership housing

>	 Visual variety – we don’t build rows and rows of anonymous houses. Instead, we prefer 
	 to mix housing types and design features

>	 Local first – the designs, materials and layouts need to reflect the best of the existing area. 	
	O ur buildings should blend seamlessly into the town – and never feel like a separate annexe

Initial illustrations of various house types



what next...

where’s it happening?

Original Insch Masterplan from the public 
engagement which Scotia will now develop 
as a final site plan.

What will it look like?
It’s simple – the new streets and 

buildings will look like Insch. 

The architecture and building materials 

will be influenced by existing 

buildings. It won’t look like a new 

housing estate – it will simply be an 

extension to the village, with the 

same character and feel as the rest  

of the village.

Your
Feedback
At Scotia, we never stop listening to your views, 
ideas and concerns. It’s part of what makes 
us – and our homes – very different. So get in 
touch – we’d love to hear from you. 
Contact Scotia below:

Email: info@scotia-homes.co.uk
Freephone: 0800 0855 455
www.scotia-homes.co.uk

Produced using FSC certified board 
containing 100% post-consumer 
reclaimed material.

Insch is 28 miles from Aberdeen, 
and 10 miles from Inverurie.
The village is located in this 
highly desirable area of 
Aberdeenshire, and is within 
easy commuting distance to 
Aberdeen, by car and by train.

The new development will take 
place to the north-east of the High 
Street and existing centre. It will be 
very much connected to the rest of 
the village – with intelligent street 
design and public paths.
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village living... by Scotia

Following the public display of our planning application, we’ve forwarded our plans to the Local 
Authority for review. In the meantime, we would like your input into the design detail of the actual 
homes, and will be organising a workshop in August/September to review and discuss options 
on external architectural details, internal specifications, kitchens, bathrooms and garden areas. 
If the plans are approved, our work would start in phases – limiting any disruption to residents.

We’ll keep you informed of the dates of these workshops...




